FEATHER RIVER STEWARDSHIP COALITION

www.featherriversc.org

Meeting Notes
November 19, 2020
3:00-4:00
virtual meeting

Attendance: Ryan Tompkins, Plumas National Forest; Brad Graevs, Feather River RCD; Michael Hall, Feather
River RCD; Ryan Bauer, Plumas National Forest; Nancy Francine, Plumas National Forest; John Reynolds,
Grizzly Ranch Firewise Community; Chuck Bowman, Graeagle Firewise; Lindsay Wood, Plumas Audubon
Society; Jill Harris, Pacific Forest Trust; Matt West, Plumas County Fire Safe Council; Hannah Hepner,
Coordinator Plumas County Fire Safe Council

Feather River Resource Conservation District AB2551 Update

Michael Hall, Project Coordinator for Feather River RCD announced that the District will receive funding
through the Sierra Nevada Conservancy to implement the goals of AB 2551. This funding will be used by the
District to facilitate programs dedicated to forest health and restoration in the Feather River watershed with
a specific focus on prescribed fire. the District will allocate some of this time to help coordinate FRSC
meetings and action items.

AB 2551 will also allocate funds for a larger geospatial project mapping Shasta, Trinity, and Oroville
watersheds. FRRCD will act as one of several local go-betweens to communicate efforts and needs
from this region.


http://www.featherriversc.org/

Partner Updates
Plumas National Forest

Ryan Bauer stated that PNF is in the process of revising capability commitment to work in light of wildfires and
COVID. Numbers are reduced; some projects have been deferred to next year, most projects are slated to be
completed, just delayed. Will be reviewed by regional office.

PNF is preparing to start prescribed fire projects; have a contract with Firestorm to burn in Indian Valley as part
of Moonlight Fire Restoration project. Other prescribed fire activities will probably not start until 2021.

Butterfly project is ongoing, Mooreville ridge (FFRD) is ongoing

Nancy Francine said that some contracts have been modified due to North Complex; salvage and hazard trees
have been added. The North Complex has affected some planning projects; Claremont project was affected
but burned area was small enough that it will continue without significant changes.

Feather River Ranger District projects French Creek 2, Brush creek, and berry creek have been significantly
burned. These projects were early in the planning phase.

PNF will not “chase salvage”, salvage activities will be incorporated into reforestation activities as site prep.
PNF will be looking to FRSC for perspectives on desired conditions for the forest. Ryan Tompkins expressed
interest in knowing timelines in regard to SNC forest health grant for Berkeley camp

Graeagle Firewise Protection District- Chuck Bowman stated that he is working on Mohawk valley HFR project;
estimated to be at 845 acres currently; working on including contiguous landowners. Requested Stevens fund
request to complete, project will include a THP but may wait for timber markets to improve.

Submitted Graeagle Firewise Protection District renewal report which included $645,599.78 contribution
which includes landowner volunteer time, and direct costs.

Grizzly Ranch Firewise Community - John Reynolds expressed interest in project updates and plans on attending
future meetings

Feather River Resource Conservation District — Brad Graevs stated that the District is working on Moonlight
restoration project; recently finished aspen release which includes potential pile burning. Restoration/
reforestation on Minerva fire. Plumas Eureka state park has two projects planned with completed CEQA; this
project includes brush mastication on the ski hill, fuel breaks, hand thinning, chipping, and prescribed fire in
other areas.

FRRCD is interested in combining the Plumas Eureka State park project with other projects; including Plumas
Eureka project on Beckwourth RD, Portola Firesafe project, Mapes, Lakes Basin, Haskell, and other ongoing

projects in the eastern part of Plumas County.

FRRCD is also working with SIG to map effectiveness of Plumas County Firesafe Council projects.



Discussion regarding interest in pursuing projects in this area. Michael Hall FRRCD will work on mapping projects
included in this area. FRSC will need cooperation from Beckwourth Ranger District; BKRD is currently between
forest supervisors, possible contacts include Matt Waterston, Kasandra Meyer (timber) and Kristin Winford
(district silviculturist)

Plumas Audubon Society- Lindsay Wood said that resource surveys are close to complete for Quincy WIP,
working on environmental documentation

Genesee WIP project has an implmentation contract secured for Firestorm; will complete fire lines in
preparation for burning next year.

Pacific Forest Trust — Jill Harris reports that they have sent a letter to governor asking for state to approve an
additional 500m for fire preparedness and forest resilience. Getting closer to finishing a WCB project for
planning species adaptation and climate resilience; will be presenting information soon.

Working forest conservation easements are becoming closer to completion.

University of California Cooperative Extension (UCCE)- Ryan Tompkins reports that Sierra Nevada Conservancy
forest health planning grant agreement is being finalized between SNC and UCCE, requires sub agreements with
FRRCD.

Requests updates from PNF regarding Claremont fire because it will affect the project and changes to the
timeline can be made now.

Called attention to western part of the county in regards to reburns happening within 10-12 years of a high
severity fire. Claremont and Bear fires will be set up for a large scale fire within the next two decades. Proposed
a larger planning project that would prioritize these recent large burns.

Reminded group that small private forest landowners are important to effective landscape level projects, focus
on cross boundary

Plumas County Firesafe Council- Matt West reports that Butterfly project is completed, Little Grass Valley
project is ongoing and crews are continuing to work, CCl projects are mostly complete with the exception of
Franks Valley. Lakes Basin project is in the contract phase.

Hannah added that mastication has been added to the butterfly timber harvest

Hannah Hepner stated that PCFSC is starting a recognition program to acknowledge individuals or groups that
contribute to wildfire risk reduction.

PCFSC is also looking to update the CWPP list. A follow up request for updates will be sent later. Hannah
reminds members that projects on the CWPP list may help with funding opportunities.



North Complex Field Trip: December 11™, 9am-5pm, location TBD

Group discussed priorities and preferences for tour. Brad Graevs and Lindsay Wood expressed interest in
seeing Middle Fork Feather river. Ryan Tompkins inquired about PNF interests in public input. Ryan Bauer
stated that a large focus will be spent figuring out what to do with the high severity sections regarding
restoration and preventing future re-burns. Nancy Francine commented about looking at short term,
immediate needs for restoration, followed by long term actions to protect watershed. Some areas will come to
condition naturally based on capacity and terrain accessibility.

Next meeting: TBD
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